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Claim Amendments 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a portion of an input data stream having header data and payload data, the 
payload data occurring at a first offset relative to the header data; 

generating a delayed version of the portion of the input data stream; and 

generating a portion of a retimed data stream by selecting between the 
portion of the input data stream and the delayed version of the portion of the input data 
stream, the retimed data stream including the header data and the payload data, the payload 
data within the refined data stream occurring at a second offset relative to the header data. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the header data includes a high-order pointer 
indicating a byte location of path overhead, and the payload data includes the path overhead. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2 further comprising modifying the high-order pointer to 
indicate the second offset. 

4. (original) The method of claim 2 further comprising modifying the path overhead based on 
the second offset. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the selecting is based on byte locations of the 
header data within the portion of the input data stream. 

6. (currently amended) Th e m e thod of c l aim 1 A method comprising: 

receiving a portion of an input data stream having header data and payload data, the 

payload data occurring at a first offset relative to the header data; 

generating a delayed version of the portion of the input data stream; and 
generating a portion of a retimed data stream by selecting between the portion of the 

input data stream and the delayed version of the portion of the input data stream, the retimed 
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data stream including the header data and the pavload data, the pavload data within the 
refined data stream occurring at a second offset relative to the header data; 

wherein the selecting comprises switching between the portion of the input data stream 
and the delayed version of the portion of the input data stream, the switching occurring at 
boundaries between the header data and the payload data in the portion of the input data 
stream. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein generating the delayed version comprises storing 
a number of bytes of the portion of the input data stream in a memory device. 

8. (original) The method of claim 7 wherein the number of bytes is based on a number of 
adjacent bytes of the header data within the portion of the input data stream. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein the number of bytes is further based on a number 
of bytes for fine-tuning the portion of the input data stream. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising switching the payload data based on a 
position of the payload data within the portion of the retimed data stream. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 0 wherein the switching comprises directing the payload 
data to one of a plurality of output communication lines. 

12. (currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a high-order switch; a low-order switch subtended from the high-order switch; and 
a variable delay element between the high-order switch and the low-order switch, 
configured to 

receive a portion of an input data stream having header data and payload data, the 
payload data occurring at a first offset relative to the header data; 

generate a delayed version of the portion of the input data stream; and 
generate a portion of a retimed data stream by selecting between the portion of the 
input data stream and the delayed version of the portion of the input data stream, the retimed 
data stream including the header data and the payload data, the payload data within the 
refined data stream occurring at a second offset relative to the header data. 
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13. (original) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the variable delay element is located between 
an output of the high-order switch and an input of the low-order switch. 

14. (original) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the variable delay element is located between 
an output of the low-order switch and an input of the high-order switch. 

15. (currently amended) A computer program product tangibly embodied on a computer 
readable medium, for provisioning cross-connects in network switching environment 
comprising instructions for causing a comput e r processor to: 

receive a portion of the an input data stream including having header data and the 
payload data, the payload data occurring at a first offset relative to the header data; 
generate a delayed version of the portion of the input data stream; and 
generate a portion of a retimed data stream by selecting between the portion of the 
input data stream and the delayed version of the portion of the input data stream, the retimed 
data stream including the header data and the payload data, the payload data within the 
refined data stream occurring at a second offset relative to the header data. 

16. (new) The method of claim 3 further comprising modifying the high-order pointer to 
indicate the second offset wherein said second offset is a fixed value. 

17. (new) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein variable delay element is further configured to 
modify the high-order pointer to indicate the second offset wherein said second offset is a 
fixed value. 

18. (new) The computer program product of claim 15 further comprising instructions for 
causing said processor modifying the high-order pointer to indicate the second offset wherein 
said second offset is a fixed value. 
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